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The Parish of Willesborough with Sevington 

 

The Churches of St Mary the Virgin, Willesborough 

with St Maryós, Sevington 

Rector: Rev. John MacKenzie,  

The Rectory, 66 Church Road, Willesborough      

Email: vicar@willesborough.org.uk    Tel:  624064 
 

Curate: Rev. Dawn Stamper      Tel: 07885949416 

Email Rev.Dawn@willesborough.org.uk 
 

Church Office /Administrator  

Libby Varley. The Church office is open Mon-Thurs 

between 10am and 4pm, c/o The Rectory 624064 

Email: office@willesborough.org.uk  
 

Church Wardens       
Libby Varley, 11 High Trees Close, Willesborough           
    Tel: 07583418386 

John Donovan, 24 Church Road, Sevington 

    Tel: 502440 

Readers 

Alison Sherwood      Tel:  646509 

Anne King                    Tel:  640688 

Charlotte Coles    Tel:    637779 

Paul Needham 
 

PCC Treasurer      c/o The Rectory 

Planned Giving 

Tricia Fincher       Tel: 621285 

Secretary to the PCC 

Wendy Pryor    Tel: 624064 

Director of Music 

Janet Hughes   Tel: 01303 264470 

janetm.hughes@btinternet.com 
 

Secretary to the Bell Ringers 

Shirley Marshall    Tel: 636675 

Distribution of the Pilgrim  

Ann Gardner    Tel: 623436 
 

Pilgrim Editor  

Church Office    Tel: 624064 

pilgrim@willesborough.org.uk  

c/o Church Office 66 Church Road 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Roman Catholic Church 

Parish Priests  
Father Michael Lovell /  Father Joe Feeley,          

The Priest House, 4 Maidstone Rd. Ashford 

        Tel: 624771 

Fr.Neil Vincent, The Priest House, Brookfield Road, 

South  Ashford      Tel: 622399 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Salvation Army Ashford Corps 

Lieutenants Tim and Christianne Swansbury      

     Hall   Tel.  643480 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð-

- 

Willesborough Baptist Church 

Minister  

The Rev. Alan Dinnie, 34 Housefield,             

Willesborough                     Home Tel: 628693 

            Office Tel:  632739 

Church Co-ordinator  

Office      Tel.  632739     
office@wbc-ashford.org.uk 
Treasurer 

Mr George Gibbs    Tel:  502980 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Christ Church ( The Free Church of England or 

 Reformed Episcopal Church) 

Churchwardens:  

Mr C C Mills     Tel:  627072 

Mr N T Smissen     Tel:  626335 

* SPARKLERZ *  
This   fun -filled group is for youngsters 

aged between 6 - 10.   
There are games, colouring, and  stories 

about Jesus. 
The group is held every                         

Thursday  ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÅÒÍ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÔ 3Ô -ÁÒÙȭÓ 
Willlesborough ,  from 3.30pm to 

4.45pm.  The cost is 50p per child per  
session, and this includes a drink and 
snack.   If you would like any further  

details please speak to  
Revd. John MacKenzie. 

  

THE PILGRIM IS AVAILABLE DURING THE 

EARLY PART OF THE MONTH FROM:  

 WILLESBOROUGH   P.O.      65 

CHURCH RD  
********  

   EARLS SUPERMARKET     

  

   SOUTH   WILLESBOROUGH 
*********  

A.S. STORES   

406 HYTHE RD  
*********  

MARTIN JONES. DENTIST                                         

ROMNEY HOUSE ROMNEY RD 
*********  

PREMIER   MART                 

CRADLEBRIDGE FOXGLOVE 
*********  

  

WATERSIDE CHILDRENôS 

CENTRE 
 *********  

AYLESFORD PLACE NEWS 
*********  

SOUTH WILLESBOROUGH  

NEWSAGENTS 

NEWTOWN POST OFFICE 
*********  

WILLESBOROUGH 

HEALTH CENTRE 
**********  

WOK4U CHINESE TAKE 

AWAY  
*********  

CO-OP FOOD STORE 
**********  

A 2 Z MINI MARKET 

HUNTER AVENUE 
**********  

THE WINDMILL PUB 
**********  

THE BLACKSMITHS ARMS 
**********  

 THE ALBION 
 **********  

THE WILLIAM HARVEY 

PUB 
  **********  

THE ALFRED ARMS 
 

  

mailto:office@wbc-ashford.org.uk
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Dear Friends, 

 

I was reminded recently of that well known phrase, óuse it or lose itô.  Well I think I have lost it. 

Certainly when it comes to navigating my way around London. I was very  

disappointed to find on a recent visit to the óBig Smokeô with friends, that the easy  

confidence I once had has evaporated since I stopped working there.  Happily one of my friends 

had planned our journey and all I had to do was tag along but not everyone is as fortunate. As we 

made our way through the Saturday crowds at St. Pancras a young man approached us and held out 

a piece of paper.  It had the details of a journey across  

London to Kent and with the few words of English that he had, he told us he had arrived from Viet-

nam and was making his way to meet his brother.  Having made it thus far he now needed some 

help negotiating the underground.  He was 16 years old.  We took him to where he needed to be 

and he gave my friend a huge hug of thanks before  

disappearing into the crowd.  As mothers of teenage sons ourselves we were amazed that this 

young man had travelled such a distance alone and we were delighted to have been able to help 

him and pray that he made the rest of his journey safely.  Others are not so fortunate.  An increas-

ing number of unaccompanied young people are arriving from war torn countries in the Middle 

East such as Syria and Iraq as well as Afghanistan and Eritrea in East Africa. Most are young boys 

who arrive in Dover and are taken in by the local authorities for assessment before being allocated 

somewhere in care and  

accommodation. Many have experienced trauma, loss and grief and separated from their families 

now have to deal with the culture shock and isolation that comes with everyday life in a new coun-

try.  Thankfully there are local agencies who work to provide life skills and access to basic educa-

tion but there is a shortage of funding and volunteers who are able to offer help with teaching Eng-

lish and organising sports opportunities which is such an important part of breaking down barriers 

and building self esteem and friendships.  Perhaps as we approach Mothering Sunday on March 6th 

we should hold in our thoughts and prayers not only those young people who through no fault of 

their own find 

 themselves such a long way from home, but the parents who make the sacrifice of  

sending their beloved children away in order to give them hope for the future.  There is no denying 

that when you love a child you open yourself up to pain as well as joy, as Simeonôs words to Mary 

revealed when Jesus was presented in the Temple and she was told,  óand a sword will pierce your 

heart tooô (Luke 2:35). However you spend the day, I wish all those who have the role of ómotherô 

whether parents, grandparents, foster carers, relatives or neighbours, a blessed and enjoyable 

Mothering Sunday.  

 

With love, Dawn  
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

 
  
 

Holy Baptism Welcome to Godôs Worldwide 

       Family 

7th February Laura-Jane Addy 

        Kobe Addy 

 

Funerals    May they Rest in Peace 
 

1st  February  Joyce Hamerton 87 
 

26th February  Jean Singleton 82 
 

1st March Georgina Pescud 84 
 

 

MOTHER & TODDLER GROUP - Every Thursday 

morning 9am-11am at  St Maryôs Willesborough . This group 

continues to run throughout the school holidays.   

 
 

SPARKLERZ - This fun-filled group for youngsters aged 

between 6 & 10,  is held Thursday  during term time in St 

Maryôs Willesborough , 3.30pm - 4.45pm.  50p per child per 

session - includes a drink and snack.   
 

 

 

SENIOR CHOIR - To join please see our Organist and 

Choir Director, Janet Hughes, (tel. 01303 264470 or 

janetm.hughes@btinternet.com) 
 

 

FRIDAY CHOIR  (6 years & above) - Friday  

4.30pm-5.30pm.  
 

St MARYôS AFTERNOON GROUP   4th Tuesday of the 

month - 2pm in St Maryôs Church Willesborough For all 

ages from 16 - 90+.  Interesting speakers, outings, lunches, 

fellowship. £1.50  a session,  includes a drink and biscuits.  

Speak to Jill Fryer Kelsey for more info.  
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays of the month 

at St Maryôs Willesborough.  More details - church office 

 

Are you  

celebrating a 

wedding,  

baptism,  

anniversary or 

remembering 

someone close? 
 

 

Sponsoring a chair could be the perfect way to 

do this. 

Individual chairs cost Ã130 each and sponsorsô 

dedications will be enrolled in the Book of  

Sponsors. 

If you are interested in sponsoring a chair  

Contact the church office on 624064, Monday

- Thursday 10am-4pm 

Are you a group looking for  
somewhere to meet or looking to 

change your current venue?  
 

Looking for that perfect space 
to hold your childôs birthday 

party? 
 

If yes look no further, inSpire at St 
Maryôs could be just what you are  

looking for. 
 

Competitive rates, local location, large 
room or small meeting area available. 

 
We can also provide catering for you, 

again at reasonable rates. 
 

To book or for more information please 
contact the Church office on 

 01233 624064   

Julian Meeting  incorporating the Stations of 

the Cross to be held in St Maryôs   

Willesborough on Wednesday  23rd March at 

3.30pm.  

For more information please speak with Rev 

Dawn Stamper. 

mailto:janetm.hughes@btinternet.com
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The Church Calendar for  

       March 2016  
 

 
1

st
 Tuesday St. Davidôs Day 

6
th
 Mothering Sunday (Lent 4) 

13
th
 Lent 5 Passiontide begins 

17
th
 Thursday St Patrickôs Day  

19
th
 Saturday Joseph of Nazareth 

20
th
 Palm Sunday Holy Week begins 

24
th
 Maundy Thursday  

       (7.30 pm Service at St Mary Ashford) 
25

th
 Good Friday (12 noon Walk of Witness 

       Willesborough to Sevington; 2pm Last Hour)   
26

th
 Easter Eve (Fauré Requiem 4pm) 

27
th
 EASTER DAY (Summer time begins) 

28
th
 Monday of Easter Week etc 

 

The Wondrous Cross  
 
The title comes from the first verse of the Lent 
hymn óWhen I survey the Wondrous Crossô. 
 
Wondrous ï causing admiration or amazementé  
 
It is hard to imagine anyone present at our Lordôs 
crucifixion would have called it ówondrousô. Any 
members of the crowd that had called for Jesus to 
be crucified during his trial before Pontius Pilate 
would be satisfied. They would feel that justice 
had been done. But would they feel admiration or 
amazement? Probably not. 
 
Pontius Pilate must have angry that he had been 
forced to accede to the demands of an hysterical 
crowd against his better judgement. Probably also 
ashamed that he had been forced to ignore his 
wifeôs warning. (óHave nothing to do with that 
innocent manéô Matthew 27. 19). So for Pilate, 
nothing wondrous happened at Calvary. 
 

For Christians in every age since, looking back at 
that terrible, beautiful day, the Cross was and is 
wondrous.   
 

Jesus came into this world as the very  
embodiment of Godôs love. During his ministry, he 
taught his followers to love, to love God and each 
other. He told them and others who he was, and 
why he came into the world.  
But then came along powerful people with a 
vested interest in maintaining the status quo and 
the whole system of running the Temple and con-
trolling peopleôs faith.  Jesus represented a threat 
to them, undermining their authority and some-
times openly criticising them. So they quietly paid 
thugs and others to stir up the crowds, particularly 
the greatly increased crowds who came to  
Jerusalem for the Passover and other festivals. 

At the final confrontation during our Lordôs trial  
before the Roman Governor Pontius Pilate, Jesus 
made no attempt to defend himself, he simply  
affirmed what he had been teaching for the  
previous three years.  
 
On the cross, Jesus made no attempt to ease his 
suffering by retracting any of his claims. Instead he 
prayed to his heavenly Father for those who were 
punishing him, saying that they knew not what they 
were doing. That was wondrous, amazing and  
beyond admiration, totally beyond belief.   
 
Earlier, the word beautiful was used about the 
Cross. It may seem a strange word to us about a 
scene which had more of horror and ugliness in it 
than beauty. There was the indifference of the  
soldiers and the jeering of the crowds. And the  
obvious suffering of Jesus as his life came to its 
end.  
 
And yet, at the moment of worst shame and  
degradation, he accomplished all that his heavenly 
Father had asked of him. By accepting the burden 
of our sin once for all, he opened the way for all 
people who believe in him to have access to  
eternal life.  
 
Surely such a sacrifice, such pain, agony even by 
the only sinless man who ever lived can only be 
seen as ultimate love and generosity? And does 
that wonderful love not have a beauty about it? It is 
easier for us to see it in retrospect than it was for 
those who witnessed it? Yet even those who were 
there and who had believed would have their  
sorrow turned into endless joy just three days later. 
Wondrous indeed.   
 

Anne King  
 
 

 

   Invicta Singers 
 

Join us for a fundraising evening of  
entertainment at Willesborough Baptist Church 

on Saturday 5th March @ 7.30 pm. 
Tickets £8.00 including refreshments, £5.00 for 

children under 15. 
The evening is to raise funds for 

MacMillan Cancer Support  
and Pilgrims Hospice. 
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LEARN TO PLAY  
FREE FIRST LESSON ON THE  

PIANO, KEYBOARD  

OR CLARINET.  
Improve your playing rapidly  

Helped by an experienced musician.  
Read music and understand the theory of music.  

HAVE FUN at your own pace.  

GLYNN DAVIS  
FNCM   FVCM   LLCM  AMusTCL   MIH  

(CRB checked)  

Tel:  01233 642007  

BAMPTONS  ELECTRICAL  
INSTALLATIONS  

 

NICEIC Domestic Installer  
PART P REGISTERED 

Domestic, Commercial + Light Industrial  
From a simple socket change to a full re -wire  

 

CONTACT CARL: 

 
Mobile: 07747 012 519  
Email: bampton.carl66@gmail.com  

Ashford family history 

Our members are willing to help you on your path of 

discovery. Please come along and see us at our next 

meeting. 

The March meeting of Ashford Branch of Kent Fam-

ily History Society is on the 29th March 2016. This 

time Ian Porter is speaking about Suffragettes. The 

evening starts at 7pm at Willesborough Windmill.  

Refreshments are available. Visitors are very welcome 

for £2 each.  

 
For more info about the meetings and the branch please 
go to www.ashfordkentfhs.co.uk. 
 

KENT Family History society  

At the windmill  

  

 

 

 

 

 Pastoral Care Group 
Although many people are quietly 
caring for others during the week  sometimes extra help 
is needed with pastoral care.  The benefice of Willes-
borough with Sevington has a small Pastoral Care 
Group who visit people in hospital, care homes or in 
their own homes, maybe as they recover from illnesses 
or if they are housebound or bereaved. As part of     
welcoming new members into the family of   
St. Maryôs we are also happy to visit those with  
children to let them know what is on offer for young 
families at St. Maryôs.  Unfortunately we donôt always 
hear about people who would like a visit so please do 
let Revôd Dawn Stamper  (07885 949416) or the church 
office know (01233 624064 Mon-Thurs  
between 10am and 4pm) in confidence, if either you or 
someone you know, would appreciate one of our       
visitors  popping in to see them from time to time   
either in hospital or at home.  

A Thank You from Joan Dormer 

 
I would like to say ñThank youò very much to the kind 

person who found one of the lens which had fallen out 

of my spectacles during the Carol Service in church on 

Sunday 20th December. 

The lens had been placed on a shelf at the back of the 

church and was safely returned to me on Christmas 

morning, a real blessing! 

It was a very kind thought which I greatly appreciated ï 
Thank you again. 

      Joan Dormer 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=i21E1oHVz2-AAM&tbnid=d0z25G-yzNgjwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.c2elec.co.uk%2Fabout.asp&ei=PkJcUt2UEoWy0AWQm4DICw&bvm=bv.53899372,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNELEDB9ujF4Vt
https://dub122.mail.live.com/m/messages.m/openurl/?mid=m2629850e-71c6-11e5-95d0-6c3be5a75b50&mts=2015-10-13T16:19:23.130Z&fid=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&iru=%2fm%2ffolders.m%2f&pmid=m43ab9dd1-71e7-11e5-9205-001e0bca7e02&pmts=2015-10-13T20:16:24.200Z
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://cliparts.co/praying-hands-clipart-images&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=KgP_VLKqGZLmaI_FgLAJ&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&sig2=qK7cb7v27AP9Z3exrPpeSA&usg=AFQjCNEcef3fu-VE7I9ojvQRGMioZ0JIAA
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Sevington News 

  

The following is an extract of the  

minutes from the PCC Minutes 

Book, dated April 24th 1957.                 

Annual General Meeting held in The 

Old Schools, Church Road,  

Willesborough. 

Present:- The Rev. T.G. Williams and ten others. The 

meeting opened with a prayer, followed by a few 

words of welcome and thanks to Mrs Foord for her 

19 years of service as Churchwarden. Mrs Foord was 

again re-elected Warden. The Secretaryôs Report was 

then read. The revised Electoral Roll now has 63 

Members. The Easter  

Offering was  presented to the Rector. Treasurerôs 

Report. The Diocesan Grant of £200 has been made 

towards the spire. And £100 from the Friends of Kent 

Churches if the spire is retained. The church expenses 

account has a  

balance of £13-18-6 and the Building Fund £99-14-

10. This was followed by elections. The State of the 

Church. It was important that repair of the spire 

should be the first part of the programme followed by 

the Chancel and it was hoped that a start would be 

made at an early date. It was suggested that a light 

would be a very welcome addition in the Vestry. End 

of meeting. 
 

January rainfall totalled 145mls and this compares 

with 126mls for January 2015. 
 

On the agricultural front April lambing farmers will 

be preparing their animals and the premises for the 

big day. There was a time when all sheep were 

lambed outdoors regardless of the weather but nearly 

all now lamb indoors. Because of the number of ani-

mals in a relatively small area, hygiene is of para-

mount importance. Floors are treated with ministry 

approved disinfectant to help reduce the incidence of 

disease such as coccidiosis which can be a major 

lamb killer. Pens have to be created, good bedding 

provided and also a supply of fresh drinking water. 

Lambing sheds are often used for other purposes  

during the year, usually some form of storage, so it is 

a bit of a juggling game to ensure the shed is empty 

and then  prepared. By now sheep will have been 

given their pre-lambing booster vaccine against soil 

borne diseases and pasteurella pneumonia but they 

might have a worming dose. Like humans, their  

hormones change during pregnancy and a worm-free 

animal is better prepared to face lambing than one 

that is carrying parasites.   

An annual timely word of warning. If you are 

pregnant at this time, do NOT go near sheep as 

they can carry a highly contagious disease called 

Ovine Enzootic Abortion which is very readily 

spread to women causing them in turn to abort 

their unborn. And it has occurred. Finally, if the 

wind is in the east on 21st March it stays in that 

quarter for the most of the following three 

months until the longest day. An old farmers 

saying but most years it occurs it is the case. 

And, fog in March, frost in May.      

  Cafe open  

    08.45 Ĕ 12.30  
  Come in  

     and enjoy   
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FOR ALL OF YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS  
  
FROM A SOCKET TO A FULL RE -WIRE 
 

 CALL JEFF : 07969 343036  

         01233 630589  

 Julian Ball  
Mobile Hairdresser                  

Both Ladies and Gentlemenôs 

Tel. 01233 502582    07760114066 

    GARDEN PARTIES     PUBS     CHRISTENINGS      CLUBS 

     PARTIES          FETES          FESTIVALS         WEDDINGS      

MARK ADAMS  

HOG    ROASTS  

&  B.B.Qs  

We cook for You! 
Any event catered for 

01233 637679                   07828661013  
mark.adams193@yahoo.com 

 
 

Hello and welcome. Spring is upon us, the days are 

lengthening and bulbs fill beds and borders with an 

amazing display of colour. Many regard this as the start 

of the gardening year, and so we begin what can be a 

busy month with our FIVE TOP TIPS FOR MARCH:- 

Those Sweetpeas sown in pots last month should now 

have germinated, and can have their growing tips 

pinched out once they are 4ò high to encourage a bushy 

habit. 

Place wire frames over clump forming perennials such 

as Phlox. Push in strong canes for the likes of Delphin-

ium to grow to. All will benefit later from this early  

support. 

Lightly trim and shape winter heathers, using hedge 

shears to remove faded flowers. 

If you have a stocked pond, start to feed the fish again. 

Re-connect submersible pumps and feed plants with a 

slow release aquatic fertilizer. 

In the greenhouse, clean glass so that seedlings get the 

maximum light. Water and feed resident plants  

regularly, and preferably early in the day so that they 

donôt stay wet. Ventilate the greenhouse to help keep 

disease at by, but continue to close up around mid  

afternoon for now. 

 

THE A TO Z OF GARDENING moves on to the letter I, 

which is for ICE PLANT. Listed by the RHS as a minor 

salad vegetable, it can be used raw or cooked like  

spinach. Ice plants thrive in a sunny position on well 

drained soil and need protection from frost and slugs. 

They have a sprawling habit, succulent, slightly salty 

stems and sparkling, fleshy bladder like leaves. 

Beetroot, carrot, lettuce, turnip, radish and spring onion 

can all be started under cloches towards the end of the 

month, and you could try a row or two of onions and 

shallots outside so long as conditions are favourable. 

Flowering favourites including Ageratum, Allysum, 

Stocks and Marigolds can be sown in pot or trays in a 

gentle heat of around 15 degrees, (60 Fahrenheit), whilst 

Lobelis, Zinnia and Nemesia prefer it slightly warmer. 

Now on to our promised in-depth look at spring pruning 

roses:- Use sharp secateurs that cut cleanly, and a small 

pruning saw for thicker branches. Always cut back to 

just above outward facing buds so that the resulting 

shoots grow up and out. Start by removing dead,  

diseased and damaged wood, along with anything that is 

weak or spindly. 

Prune hybrid-tea, Floribunda and Standard Roses to 

within 2ò of last years growth. Climbers should have 

their blossom bearing side shoots cut back to a  

maximum of 3 buds. 

Pilgrim Gardening Hints         

for February  
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The exception is Rambling Roses, which are best 

pruned later in the year when theyôve finished  

flowering. 

Give all roses a feed of proprietary fertilizer after 

spring pruning. 

And why is pruning necessary? Well, itôs done to 

encourage vigorous, healthy growth so that the plant 

will produce plenty of flowers. The removal of exces-

sive and unwanted wood allows light and air to get in 

and can help to prevent disease. 

Next month, more A TO Z, another FIVE TOP TIPS, 

plus weôll be taking basal cuttings and discovering 

what an Irishmanôs cutting is. 

Until then it only remains for me to wish you an  

egg-ceedingly enjoyable Easter ï is it early this year? 

ï and happy gardening as always. 

 

       Phil Knowles 

Families in  
Ashford  
need youé 
Home -Start Ashford  

Registered Charity Number:1105541  

 

Home -Start Ashford, a local charity, is recruiting 

volunteers* to visit families in Ashford,  

Tenterden and the surrounding villages.  

An accredited volunteer preparation course will 

start in January 2016.  

 

Trained volunteers give free, informal, friendly 

and confidential support to families with at least 

one child under five. By visiting families weekly 

in their own homes offering practical and  

emotional support and friendship our  

volunteers support families through a range of 

difficulties.  

 

James & Kerry have just moved to Ashford with 

their three pre -school children. James is  

returning to work and Kerry is anxious about 

meeting new people and finding her way around 

the area alone...  

 

If you could offer 3 hours a week to support 

a family like James and Kerry please get in 

touch with us on: 01233 647209 or email us 

at: info@home -start -ashford.org.uk  

 

*No paid work but out -of -pocket expenses are 

covered.  

Home -Start Ashford is committed to a safe  

 recruitment practice as an important  

part of safeguarding and protecting children 

and vulnerable adults.  

Home -Start Ashford welcomes and  

values difference.   Equality of  

opportunity is at the heart of all we do. 

We treat everyone with respect and  

offer equal chances to  participate.  

A 

PLUMBING 

BATHROOMS 

KITCHENS 

01233 896615 ï 07963637689 

M. J. LONGMAN  
Free Quotations  Over 35 yrs Experience 

Install or  

Replace 
Showers 

Basins 

WCôs 

Cisterns 

Cylinders 

Radiators 

Sinks 
Floor Tiling  

Ceramic Tiling 

SERVING ASHFORD AND ROMNEY MARSH  

SWAN COMMUNITY GROUP 
South Willesborough and Newtown 

Community Group invite all residents to their 

next meeting on Monday, 21st March. If you 

have any questions for your local councillor, 

police or the group then come along to  

The Alfred Arms, Newtown Green @ 7.00pm. 

 

Future dates for meetings: 

  25/4/15 - Salvation Army Hall 

  23/5/15 - Alfred Arms 

  27/6/15 - Salvation Army Hall 

  25/7/15 ï Alfred Arms 

26/9/15 ï Salvation Army Hall 

AGM  

  24/10/15 - Alfred Arms 

 28/11/15 - Salvation Army Hall 

mailto:info@home-start-ashford.org.uk
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Want a new hobby?  
Always wanted to play  

an instrument?  
Retired and want to  

follow a dream? 
Guitar and Flute tuition from beginner to advanced 

Acoustic, electric and classical guitar 
ABRSM theory to grade 5 and beyond is available 

CT ABRSM qualified and fully CRB checked 

Kayhaque@moonfruit.com 

Contact: 01233660380 or 07721365662 
Email:  kay.haque@tesco.net. 

Old English Rose  
Flower Shop  

Nestled under the North Downs in the 
idyllic setting of Evegate, Old English 

Rose provides beautiful fresh flowers and 

plants for all celebrations and occasions, 
sympathy and corporate displays.  

Our shop is full of rustic charm with 
shabby chic gifts, garden ornaments and 

balloons for all events.  

We specialise in flowers for weddings and 
events and stock a gorgeous range of hire 

accessories for your big day.  

Why not pop down and see us at:  
The Courtyard, Evegate Business Park, 

Smeeth. TN25 6SX  

Telephone us on: 01303 812562  

Order on line at: 

www.oldenglishrose.co.uk  

1st Willesborough Scout 

GROUP    

Scout Hut  Breadlands Road Contact 662092    

Beavers  6-8yrs Heffalumps Tuesday      5.30-6.45pm 
   Woozles  Friday 5.30-6.45pm 
Cubs      6-10 ½yrsRemus  Monday      6.30-8.00pm 
   Romulus Wednesday 6.30-8.00pm 
   Tiber   Thursday    6.30-8.00pm 
Scouts    10 ½-14yrs   Friday         7.00-9.00pm 
Explorers 14-18yrs    Tuesday 7.00-9.00pm 

Paul Bartlett, Imber, Cheesemans Green 
Lane, 
 Sevington  01233 500667 
paulbartlett@ransleygreyhounds.com 
 
 Councillors met with Highways England in 
January.   
I was disappointed to hear that they do not 
intend to provide traffic lights at the A2070 / 
Barrey Road  
Junction, nor do they plan to block off Kings-
ford Street from Highfield Lane.  The first is 
important  
because traffic from the Retail Park needs a 
safe way of accessing the fast moving dual 
carriage way and the second is important be-
cause Highfield Lane will no longer be able to 
access the A20 directly, instead it will need to 
go through Mersham.  There will be a Council 
meeting to discuss these issues on  
Wednesday 9 March at 7pm.  Do come along 
and contribute to the debate. 
 
There are ongoing problems with the traffic 
lights on the A2070 which are intermittently 
not working. These lights have been put in by 
Crest Nicolson to enable residents in Finberry 
to walk to Orbital to join the bus ser-
vice.  Each time they do not work please re-
port it to the sales office in Finberry and this 
might encourage action.  Let me know as well 
as I will keep a record of these lights not 
working as they are very important. 
 
The Council is very close to issuing the plan-
ning consent required to further work to be 
carried out on the Local Needs Housing in 
Bower Road opposite Bower House.  Ecologi-
cal surveys will be carried out in the spring 
and providing no surprises come out of that 
building work will begin in May 2017. 

mailto:Kayhaque@moonfruit.com
mailto:kay.haque@tesco.net
http://www.oldenglishrose.co.uk
http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/clipart/logos/corporate.htm
mailto:paulbartlett@ransleygreyhounds.com
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SOME GOOD REASONS TO  

ADVERTISE IN THE PILGRIM 
 

The Pilgrim is not just an 
advertisement  carrier 

 

Pilgrim readers choose to 
read it, itõs not through the 
door and in the bin. 

 

The Pilgrim is read by    
several people per copy. 

 

The Pilgrim is kept in the 
house for  reference all 
month 

 

North Willesborough 
 

George Koowaree 

KCC and ABC councillor 

George.koowaree@kent.gov.uk   

Tel 01233 634760 
  

 

Dear Residents 

 

How our year is ruled by greeting cards; New 

Year,  Valentine, Easter, Mothering day,  

Fatherôs day, Christmas and all of these are ac-

companied by special offers and sales. May not 

be for all of us apart from birthdays. 

 

Street lighting 

The above consultation has ended and a  

decision has been made but not in the public 

domain yet. The whisper in the corridor of 

power is full-time lighting will be restored 

when LED fitting has been completed.  

 

 Developments in Ashford 

I attended as KCC member and as ABC  

Councillor, a presentation about the develop-

ment alongside Victoria Way. A huge complex  

incorporating a 3***hotel, apartments, Aldi and 

Brewery with restaurant overlooking the river 

producing óCURIOUS BEERô. Very sensible 

design with matching landscape. 

I also attended a site visit of the development by 

Bellway of the land behind William Harvey 

hospital. The entrance and exit will be from 

A20 just pass the goods entrance to Tesco.  

 

Lees Road Parking 

The consultation has ended, the result will be  

analysed by KCC officer and a  

recommendation, I hope, will be reported in the 

next Pilgrim issue in May. The preferred option 

if there is one, will be consulted upon before a 

final decision is made 

M20 (10(a). 

 

I hope you have attended one of the exhibitions 

and filled in the questionnaire if you have not 

done so please do it and express your opinion. 
 

 

 

YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

 

Some useful numbers 

 

NHS Direct   08454647 

Samaritans   01233 610000 

Citizens Advice Bureau 01233 626185 

 

Gas Leak & Emergencies 0800111999 

Power failures   08007838866 

 

Ashford Borough Council 01233 331111 

Ashford Gateway Plus 08458247202 

 

Travel Line Bus times 08712002233 

South East Trains  08457484950 

 

  
 

Kent County Budget 

The meeting on Thursday the 11 February was 

very lively more so than the usual Budget day. The  

opposition tabled 13 amendments to how, a special 

grant from the government, can be used to support 

Services, instead of the extra money going into  

reserve. Alas all were rejected by Tories. 

 

     George Koowaree 

      

mailto:George.koowaree@kent.gov.uk
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Willesborough Community Forum 
                   chair@north-willesborough.org.uk 

                    www.north-willesborough.org.uk 

Open Meeting and AGM ï 10
th

 February 2016 - 

Meeting Notes  

Willesborough Baptist Church ï Hythe Road  

The doors opened at 6.30 - the intention was to display details 

of the M20 Junction 10a scheme but Highways England 

(HE).did not bring any plans.   Salvatore Zappala of HE was 

on hand to answer questions. 

Councillors George Koowaree (North Willesborough and 

KCC) and Gerald White (Highfield) were on hand for any 

questions/problems. 

Councillor Alex Howard sent his apologies.   Councillor 

 Jeremy Adby did not make an appearance. 

The meeting was opened at 7.30 pm by Chairman of the 

Willesborough Community Forum, Ian Stevenson (ICS). 

 

Law and Order  

Due to her shift patterns, PCSO Katie Scott was unable to 

attend.   ICS had received a report. 

The main item was that burglaries were still ongoing, despite 

the identification of some of the perpetrators.   The burglaries 

happened during the day while the occupier was out - resi-

dents were advised to install protection devices such as alarms 

and CCTV.   Information can be obtained from the police and 

via: 

PCSO Katie Scott: katie.scott2@kent.pnn.police.uk, or call 

101. 

M20 Junction 10a - Presentation by Salvatore 

Zappala of Highways England  

The presentation explained the main reasons for the need for 

J10a: 

Growth in and around Ashford. 

Junction 10ôs inability to cope with this growth. 

The proposed scheme would build upon the preferred option 

from 2008 and provide: 

A new all-directions motorway junction at 10a, 700meteres 

east of J10. 

Removal of Folkestone facing motorway access at J10 to help 

it function better as the A20/A2070 crossroads.   (London 

facing access at J10 would remain as is). 

New dual carriageway link road from J10a to Bad  

Munstereiffel Road. 

During the presentation there were many interruptions and 

much discussion from the floor - it was clear that there was 

some feeling that the scheme did not adequately cater for  

localsô needs.   The segment eventually finished after one 

hour. 

Before Salvatore left he stressed that the scheme was not  

necessarily cast in stone - all comments received as part of the  

consultation phase would be considered as part of the Inspectorateôs  

 

M20 JUNCTION 10a 
DROP-IN WORKSHOP TO DISCUSS THE  

PROPOSALS AND GET HELP ON  

SUBMITTING COMMENTS  

 

Willesborough Baptist Church, Hythe Road. 

9th MARCH - 4pm until 8pm 

 

There will be Drawings, Analysis and Assistance - 

Salvatore Zappala of Highways England will be on 

hand to discuss the scheme. 

 

ALL COMMENTS MUST BE  

SUBMITTED BY 17 th MARCH.  

approval process. 

At the end of the meeting it was agreed that a follow-up 

session would be a good idea, to allow residents to dis-

cuss and formulate their comments.   This has been ar-

ranged for 9th March (see above). 

Hythe Road Pedestrian Crossing  

John Goodman took the stand to make the case for a pe-

destrian crossing near The Windmill Inn, particularly in 

view of the planned growth in Ashford, and urged people 

to sign the petition, either at the new Post Office at the 

Premier store on Cradlebridge Drive or via himself 

(jdgoodman@hotmail.co.uk. or 07802 180697).   John 

also informed the meeting that he had arranged a press 

photo shoot for 3.30 pm on Friday 12th February opposite 

the Windmill Inn. 

 

Local News and Updates  

Planning  

The following was reported: 

M20 Junction 10a 

The Community Consultation is in progress and will  

finish on the 17th March 2016. 

Sevington Development (U19) 

An Outline Planning application had been submitted and 

the comments period was over. 

Blackwall Road South (U5) Still no decision. 

White Horse pub Work ongoing. 

Rear of Waltham Close 

New plans for only 23 houses (from 26). 

Highmead House (Part of U14) 

New application, taking into account comments from the 

Appeal.   Also, a separate application has been made for 

the junction between the A20 and the proposed new road 

to the rear of the WH Hospital - this will facilitate  

finalisation of the plans for the Highmead House project.  

mailto:chair@north-willesborough.org.uk
http://www.north-willesborough.org.uk
mailto:katie.scott2@kent.pnn.police.uk
mailto:jdgoodman@hotmail.co.uk
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Councillor Reports  

Gerald White - Highfield  

GW announced that he would be making a walkabout of the Highfield ward at 10am on Saturday 13th February and that 

any interested parties were welcome to join him. 

GW announced that he was part of a team looking at the viability of Council Mortgage Scheme aimed at first time buyers 

in the 20-30 age group - more news would come as things developed, or not. 

 

George Koowaree - North Willesborough and KCC  

George (GK) gave the following updates: 

The consultation over the plans for Lees Road under the motorway bridge (double yellow lines v one way from Corne 

Close) is ongoing and finishes 14th February.   There were concerns from the floor that the consultation questionnaire may 

not have been sent to the correct addresses - GK assured the meeting that this was only a preliminary consultation. 

GK spoke about the process for getting a pedestrian crossing installed - it seemed rather complex and also seemed to  

involve counting people trying to cross a road without knowing where they were trying to cross.   An opinion was  

Expressed that the powers that be seemed to prefer spending more money on reasons why there shouldnôt be a crossing 

than what it would cost simply to install it.   GK assured us that there were sound reasons behind the decision process and 

that he would do what he could to ensure one was installed on Hythe Road. 

 

The Future of The Forum  

Given the fact that North Willesborough lost its bid to become a Civil Parish, the meeting was asked its opinion on the  

future.   The options were: 

Wind up the Forum. 

Re-group with a view to another bid to be parished in 2 years. 

Something in between. 

The view from the floor was that the Forum should not be wound up.   Several, but not all, attendees felt that another 

parishing bid may be a good objective. 

In anticipation of this response ICS outlined the steps taken by the Forum Steerco so far in the year: 

A new logo. 

New name (North Willesborough Community Forum) primarily to differentiate from South Willesborough and Newtown 

which will be parished). 

Improved presence on Facebook. 

Getting younger people involved and on the steer co. 

Attendees were asked to communicate any ideas they may have via info@north-willesborough.org.uk, bearing in mind that 

the Forum has no funds and no income. 

 

AOB 

Steerco Vacancies -There are vacancies for a Treasurer and Secretary. 

Speedwatch - Always looking for new volunteers. 

HGVôs in Boys Hall Road/Church Road - A resident had provided photographs of the damage done by HGVôs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Boys Hall Rd/Sevington Lane          Bank outside William Harvey pub  

 

George Koowaree stated that KCC had changed the signage.   It was suggested that that clearly wasnôt enough.   Matter to 

be taken up by the Steerco. 

The meeting concluded at 9.45pm.   The next Open Meeting will be on the 11th May 2016. 

mailto:info@north-willesborough.org.uk
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We are always looking for new adult volunteers who 

wish to help us, whether it is on a regular or occa-

sional basis. If interested in volunteering, please reg-

ister details at: www.girlguiding.org.uk/join us  

or call 0800 1 69 59 01  

Squirrel, Mole, Hedgehog, Owl and      Badger  

   

OSTEOPATHIC  
 

  & 
 

 SPORTS   INJURY     

CLINIC  
  

incorporating  

  

Acupuncture  
  

Reflexology  
  

Remedial Massage  

  

Jacqueline Spain  D.O.  

&  Associates  

  

44 Hythe Road  

Ashford  

Kent  

TN24 8PU  

  

Tel: 01233 633355  

 

  

www. osteopathicclinic-ashford.co.uk 

 

 

ASHFORD COUNSELLING SERVICE 
 

Registered charity: 803387 
 

Willesborough based charity Ashford Counselling Service 
has been awarded £144,650 to develop existing support 
services for parents with postnatal depression in the local 
area. The project aims to reduce social isolation and  
provide support through group work and counselling.  
Therapy will involve seeing a counsellor for 12 sessions 
initially and for as long as required after this. Group  
�•���•�•�]�}�v�•���Á�]�o�o���]�v���o�µ�����������u�µ�u�[�•�����Œ���(�š���P�Œ�}�µ�‰�U���������[�•���P�Œ�}�µ�‰��
focusing on how they can support their partner and a 
mixed gender group offering parenting advice for  
step-parents. 
 

As many as 1 in 7 women who give birth experience the  
effects of postnatal depression. Supporting mums 
through postnatal depression means that they can bond 
more closely with their babies and children. This will have 
�����‰�}�•�]�š�]�À�������(�(�����š���}�v���š�Z�������Z�]�o���[�•�������À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�����v�����š�Z���� 
impact could be felt for the rest of their life. 
 

Tracy Dighton, General Manager of Ashford Counselling  
�^���Œ�À�]�������•���]���U���Z�Á�����Z���À�����š�����u�������µ�‰���Á�]�š�Z�����•�Z�(�}�Œ�������Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•��
Centres to support women and men with postnatal  
depression. This grant means we can help parents who  
�v�����������v�����Æ�š�Œ�������]�š���}�(�����u�}�š�]�}�v���o���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�X�[ 
 

Craft Attack is a group run for women who have low 
�u�}�}�����(�}�o�o�}�Á�]�v�P�����Z�]�o�����]�Œ�š�Z�X���/�š���]�v�À�}�o�À���•���Z���À�]�v�P���Z�š�]�u�����}�µ�š�[��
from their families to undertake specific craft activities 
with other women who have similar issues.  
 

According to charity 4Children there are up to 35000 
cases of postnatal depression a year in the UK, many of 
which are undiagnosed. As many as one in ten men can 
also be affected following the birth of their baby.  
 

Anyone who thinks they might benefit from this service 
can get in touch with their health visitor or contact 
Ashford Counselling Service on 01233 610083. 

   REFLEXOLOGY                  
                 Ease the Stress and Strains                 

             of Everyday Life,                     

         Feel Relaxed and Calm 

        With a Reflexology  

     Treatment. 

    Home Visits and  

      Nursing Homes. 

 

  Kay Martin   MAR   
01233 620936 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/join

